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is an idea whose time has come; they will take this information
and put it to good use. To others, the entire idea is like waving
a red flag of controversy. In some cases, it has polarized
communities, generated mistrust and raised the ire of developers,
contractors and citizens,

The future of this concept is in your hands—the hands of
the reader of this book. We recognize that, in a few cases, the
book will be given to individuals who will never even open
the cover. It is not uncommon for a gift of knowledge to be
placed on a bookshelf to be admired and never used.

However, I want to share this information and knowledge
gleaned from my own and other people’s experiences. This
knowledge is intended to serve as a launching pad for those
who want to carry this concept to greater heights and to new
arenas.

The writing of a book from this perspective is not unlike
firing a shot into a dark room. You have no idea what you are
shooting at and no idea whatsoever of the impact your shooting
may have on any of the potential targets hidden and obscured
by the darkness.

We hope that you have been convinced by the weight of
evidence and the persuasiveness of argument that residential fire
sprinklers should be part of your future. The only way we have
of measuring that is to come back at sometime in the future
and determine that the state of the art has advanced beyond
the point described here. By sheer momentum, this concept is
bound to be carried in some direction. You have an important
part in determining that direction and, at the same time, determining
the speed with which the concept is carried forward.

It is fashionable in some management circles today to talk
of searches for excellence and megatrends. Adoption and
implementation of the residential sprinkler concept is a choice
for excellence as well as a megatrend.

If you have embraced the concepts explored in this book
and have prepared to make the commitment to making residential
sprinklers a part of everyone’s future, then the time preparing
this book will have been rewarded many times over. Please accept
the literary version of a congratulatory handshake! Q
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